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Good evening. On behalf of myself and Gracie Mae we would like to thank 

you for being here tonight. 

It is important that you are here celebrating, with us, the achievements of 

the past year because without you, our families and friends we would not 

have the opportunity to be here at St Johns. 

Frequently prospective new pupils and their families are shown around St Johns by Mrs Armour, 

trying to decide whether it would be the right place for them. 

As head girl and head boy we are often asked to speak to them. I tell it as it is – ‘St Johns’ is an 

extension of my family’. 

But what is a family?- call it a clan, call it a network, call it a tribe, call it a 

school,  

We may even call it a few other things but we are conscious of it being 

before the 9pm watershed!  

Families can be made up of a few or many children. We are both only children – and my Mum says 

that’s great because she always knows who ‘did it’ whatever it is. 

In the past, family was a relatively simple definition – blood relations. Here at St Johns our family 

does not rely on blood relations… 

Although some of us do have some ….Hello Mum! 

I once read somewhere that a family is a social unit that resolves around the concept of space where 

the father is concerned with parking space – is that true Mr Armour? The children are concerned 

with outer space or are space cadets! And the mother, which I’m sure Mrs Armour will agree with, is 

concerned with wardrobe and shoe space 

But whatever you call it – we all need one. 

Our family here at St Johns consists of the people who support and care 

for us while we are at school. People who you can confide in and trust. In 

any family, from the youngest to the oldest, we all have our roles to play 

but perhaps the role that defines any family comes from the head of the 

family. 

 

 

 

 



Here at St Johns we are so fortunate that it is Mrs Armour who leads the St Johns family. Her love of 

the school, its staff, its students, is the blood that runs through our family. 

Other things may change or mould us but we start and end with the family, regardless of whether it 

be our close knit family or our school family. Family means no-one gets left behind or forgotten and 

this is certainly true when you become a member of the St Johns family. In fact many times I have 

heard staff reminisce about past pupils who they have tried very hard to forget but obviously have 

not been able to!!!!!!! 

So let’s see if we can sum up what our St Johns family means to us. As 

many of you will know, Maths tends to be my ‘thing’ but as I cross over to 

the other side for a moment, English department be prepared to be 

amazed at my efforts to construct an acrostic thingy.  

F. A. M. I. L. Y. 

F is for…….. 

No stop – the first 2 letters, F and A are accounted for – the head of our family ‘Mrs F and A  for 

Armour 

That’s true so let’s start with M 

M is for memories. We are sure that all of you tonight will have some 

wonderful memories of your school days. We know that our memories of St 

Johns, the experiences we’ve had, the knowledge we’ve gained, the fun 

we’ve had will stay with us for the rest of our lives. 

We know this to be true as even the more ‘senior’ members of staff can recall their school days as 

they are always telling us ‘when I was at school we didn’t have calculators, the internet, mobile 

phones, cars to take us to school, shoes on our feet … I could go on… 

I is for imagination. The staff here constantly fuel our imagination, 

continually exposing us to new experiences and opportunities. Pushing us 

to dream big, letting our imaginations thrive. Some are so successful at 

this that our imaginative reasons for no homework, lack of equipment etc 

are second to none! 

L is for ….. LOUD!  I bet that must have woken some of you up! Now please don’t try and tell us that 

your family isn’t loud on occasions. There is always a time and place for loudness. House music 

competition, Sports day, House quiz, Christmas panto and don’t forget KG/Junior break…. 

And finally – Y. Let’s think……  

Yellow, that’s a house colour 

Youth – we have plenty here 

Yesterday – back to teachers’ memories 

 



You  

You? 

Yes -‘you’- being a student at St Johns is all about you. You as the individual, not just the individual 

who comes to be academically educated but you – the whole person inside and outside of the 

classroom. 

The place where finding time for a ‘chat’, fitting my cricket fixtures in or 

Gracie’s swimming schedule in, is not a problem. 

And so that is it – St Johns is and always will be part of our family. It helps to moulds us into the 

people we are and who we will become. 

Of course none of this would be possible and we wouldn’t be standing here if it wasn’t for the vision 

and values of Mrs Osen and her family who make St John’s possible. We thank you for giving us St 

John’s. 

From being young children we are taught to say thank you. So to Mrs 

Armour and all staff, past and present, we say thank you for everything 

you do and being there for us not matter what, just as any family should 

be. 

And to you our families and friends – thank you for your support, love and opportunities that you 

give us. We will always be grateful. 

Good night and have a safe journey home. 

  

 

 


